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at hand.    Had the Germans attacked in greater
force we must have been driven out of Loos.

Monday the 27th was a day of cold rain and
misty distances.    German counter-attacks  recap-
tured ground from which they were able to enfilade
our line by machine-gun fire.   But the great event
of the day was the advance in the afternoon of the
Guards Division in the area of the 4th Corps.   The
line on the Monday morning ran from a point
between Hulluch and the Loos-La Bassee road,
dipping back to that highway and continuing round
the north-east end of Loos, to the western slopes of
Hill 70.   Nearly three-quarters of a mile of ground
had been lost on the left and centre during the
Sunday, and it was the business of the Guards to
win it back.   It was the first time in the war that
they had taken the field as a division, and great
things were expected of them.   These hopes were not
disappointed.    The ground had been well recon-
noitred, and it was obvious that so soon as they
crossed the ridge west of Loos they would come under
a heavy bombardment.   Accordingly the men were
deployed in artillery formation.   Once on the ridge
the shrapnel tornado burst on them, but the Guards
advanced with all the steadiness of parade.   It was
Pontenoy over again, and the wearied infantry and
cavalrymen who had been holding the front cheered
wildly as the ordered line of the Guards swept
inexorably into Loos.   Once through the town they
had to face a storm of gas shells.   When they gained
the crest of Hill 70, and were outlined against the
sky, they were greeted by a fierce bombardment,
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